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MAJOR ARRESTS IN NEW JERSEY NEW YORK METRO 

ARMED ROBBERY / AND OFFICER SHOOTING  

 
Passaic County Prosecutor Camelia M. Valdes and Bergen County 

Prosecutor John L. Molinelli announced the arrest of Nelson Otero, age 46, 
DOB: 10/12/1963, of 458 Lee Court, Fort Lee, NJ, and Maxcime Cagen, 
age 46, DOB: 04/26/1964, last known address 120 Kingston Avenue, Floral 
Park, NY on multiple armed robbery and weapon possession charges. At 
the request of Wayne Police, we also announce two (2) sets of Armed 
Robbery, Weapons and theft charges against both, as well as Attempted 
Murder charges and Aggravated Assault on a Police Officer charges.  
 

Otero and Cagen are responsible for over one dozen armed 
robberies of area gas stations, liquor stores and convenience stores in 
Bergen, Passaic and surrounding counties. Cagan and other as yet 
unidentified suspects are also wanted in the Bronx, NY for multiple 
robberies taking place over the past few months.  
 

The armed robberies were committed over the past three months. 
Additionally, Otero and Cagen are responsible for the May 10, 2010, armed 
robbery and subsequent shooting of Wayne Township Police Officer Brian 
Worell. Otero and Cagen were also charged with conspiring with Hugh 
Hodge, age 46, DOB: 11/08/1963, of 1 Manor Drive, East Stroudsburg, PA 
and Alfredo Ordonez, age 33, of 597 54th Street, West New York, NJ to 
commit a robbery on or about June 2, 2010 and June 6, 2010 in the Bergen 
County area. The arrest are as a result of a multi-jurisdictional task force 
comprised of members from the Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office, the 
Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office, the Hudson County Prosecutor’s 



Office, the Wayne Police Department, the Bergen and Passaic County 
SWAT team, the Bergen and Passaic County Sheriff’s Department, and the 
Elmwood Park, Fair Lawn, Hackensack and Paramus Police Departments.  
 

Any inquiry regarding the Bronx, NY robberies should be directed to 
Bronx Robbery unit.  
 

On June 6, 2010 at approximately 12:30 a.m., Nelson Otero and 
Maxcime Cagen were arrested in Palisades Park, NJ by members of the 
Passaic and Bergen County SWAT teams without incident. Upon his arrest, 
Maxcime Cagen was found to be in possession of a loaded .9mm semi 
automatic handgun. Additionally, a large quantity of assorted ammunition, a 
ballistic vest, and clothing consistent with those used during the 
commission of the armed robberies were found within the vehicle operated 
by Nelson Otero.  
 

A search warrant was subsequently executed upon Nelson Otero’s 
residence in Fort Lee. As a result, a loaded .45 caliber semi automatic 
handgun, clothing consistent with several armed robberies, drug 
paraphernalia and cartons of cigarettes believed to be proceeds from the 
robberies were located within the residence.  
 

Nelson Otero was charged with three (3) counts of Possession of a 
Handgun without a Permit to Carry, a second degree crime; three (3) 
counts of Possession of a Firearm for Unlawful Purpose, a second degree 
crime, three (3) counts of Possession of a handgun by a convicted felon, 
one (1) count of Conspiracy to Commit Robbery and two (2) counts of 
Armed Robbery, a first degree crime.  
 

Maxcime Cagen was charged with four (4) counts of Possession of a 
Handgun without a Permit to Carry, a second degree crime; four (4) counts 
of Possession of a Firearm for Unlawful Purpose, a second degree crime, 
four (4) counts of Possession of a handgun by a convicted felon, one (1) 
count of Conspiracy to Commit Robbery and three (3) counts of Armed 
Robbery, a first degree crime.  
 

Both individuals have been charged by Wayne Police in two robbery 
incidents that took place within that jurisdiction. In the first, both are 
charged with five (5) counts of Armed Robbery, Possession of a Handgun, 
Possession of a Handgun for an Unlawful Purpose, Possession of a 
Handgun by a Convicted Felon. In the second incident, there are six (6) 
counts of each, as well as Theft and Aggravated Assault on a Police Officer 



and Attempted Murder, both first degree crimes.  
 

Alfredo Ordonez was arrested on June 6, 2010 at his residence in 
West New York. Ordonez was subsequently charged with one (1) count of 
Conspiracy to Commit Robbery, a second degree crime.  
 

Complaints have been signed against Hugh Hodge for one (1) count 
of Conspiracy to Commit Robbery, a second degree crime. He is expected 
to be picked up shortly.  
 

Additionally, Maxcime Cagen was wanted by the New York City 
Police Department, 107th Precinct, in connection with a Homicide which 
occurred on June 5, 2010 in Queens, New York.  
 

Bail has been set for the Bergen County offenses at $750,000.00, no 
ten (10%) percent. Bail has yet to be set in Passaic County offenses but it 
is expected to be in the $1,000,000.00 range.  
 

It should be noted that the charges against the defendants are 
merely allegations and that they are presumed innocent of the 
charges until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.  

 
NELSON OTERO 

 


